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CARSON  HOUSE  NEWSLETTER                 March  ~ 2011 
 
 

HISTORIC CARSON HOUSE WILL OPEN ON WEDNESDAY,  APRIL 6, 2011 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CARSON HOUSE NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL, REGULAR MAIL, OR F ROM OUR WEBSITE  
 
In an effort to reduce costs and conserve resources, Historic Carson House Newsletter is being sent to many of you by 
electronic mail. If you would prefer to receive a hard copy instead, please email Carson House at info@HistoricCarsonHouse 
or contact Carson House at 828-724-4948. 
 
For those of you who are receiving the newsletter by regular mail, if you wish to get the newsletter by email, please send your 
email address and request to info@HistoricCarsonHouse.com 
 
You may also print copies of our Carson House Newsletters from our website in PDF format by going to 
www.historiccarsonhouse.com and clicking on the NEWS and EVENTS tab and then clicking on March 2011 Newsletter. 
 
Our grateful thanks to Gina McMahan for her excellent volunteer work on our Historic Carson House website for many years 
and welcome to our new Webmaster, Todd Bryant.   
 
We also thank Master’s Hand Print Works for their exceptional work on donated Carson House archival documents and the 
printing of our Carson House Newsletter. 
 
 

 
 

����
 

HOLIDAY GIFT BAZAAR 
 
A Holiday Gift Bazaar, “Tis the Season” was held on 
Saturday, November 13, 2010 at St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Parish House from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
 
This fund raising project was held to benefit the continuing 
preservation of Historic Carson House.  Unique handcrafted 
wreaths, tree ornaments, home decorations, children’s gifts, 
gift-wrapping items and a white elephant table were part of 
the items offered for sale. Personalized ornaments for 
children were very popular. 
 
This was a first attempt at a fundraiser bazaar and we were 
very pleased with the results. Thanks to all who helped with 
this project, to St. John’s Episcopal Church for the use of the 
Parish House and the community for great support. 
 

For next year’s bazaar we hope to offer home baked goods 
and more! Please mark your calendars. 

 

Some of our Holiday Gift Bazaar helpers.  

2011 HOLIDAY GIFT BAZAAR  
To Benefit the 

 HISTORIC CARSON HOUSE 
WILL BE HELD  

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  12,  2011. 
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2011 CARSON HOUSE SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP DRIVE CONTINUES 
 
Our Historic Carson House Society Membership Campaign for 2011 began in October of 2010.  The Board of Directors and 
Partners want to express our great appreciation for your contributions, commitment and continued support. Without you, your 
sustaining memberships, new memberships and generosity, we could not take care of this McDowell County treasure properly; 
neither could we provide the programs for the community and the schools that are becoming so meaningful.  
 
If you have not joined Historic Carson House Society for 2011, please consider sending in your membership card and donation 
to Historic Carson House 1805 Hwy 70 West, Marion NC 28752. 
 
Membership cards are also available to print from our website www.historiccarsonhouse.com  under the CARSON HOUSE 
SOCIETY tab.  You may also call Carson House at  828 724-4948 for a card to be sent to you. Thank You. 

 
 
CARSON HOUSE SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPRECIATION CANDLE LIGHT CHRISTMAS EVENING  
 
 
The Carson House Society Membership 
Appreciation Candlelight Christmas Evening 
was held at Historic Carson House on  
Friday, December 3, 2010 at 6:00pm. 
 
The Tea Cup Garden Club, Carson House 
Partners and volunteers created beautiful 
period decorations with live greenery, berries, 
and fruit throughout the house and the 
exterior. 
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MEMBERSHIP CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVENING…continued  
 

The Board of Directors and the Carson House Partners 
entertained the Carson House Society members with delicious 
food, beverages and music.  
 
This annual Christmas Candlelight Evening is given to thank 
the individuals and families who have joined the Historic 
Carson House Society. Many of our restoration and maintenance 
projects are funded by membership contributions. 
 
Author Robin Lattimore was on hand to autograph his book, 
Rural Splendor, Plantation Houses of the Carolinas. 
The Carson House is featured in this book. 
 
Guests were also entertained with music provided by the 
Friendship Dulcimer Club. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HISTORIC CARSON HOUSE NEWS 

· Blue Ridge National Heritage Area Program included the Historic Carson House in a program that was aired on 
WNCW in January. BRNHA Program has also included Historic Carson House in its first phase of their signage 
program featuring 22 notable sites designated as “Heritage Treasures of Western North Carolina.”   The brochure 
featuring these top 22 sites was just released in February and will be available at all tourism destinations in the area. 

· A photo and description of Historic Carson House has been sent to AAA . This information was also included in the 
Blue Ridge Parkway Association Newsletter in January. 

· Our volunteer’s hours from 2010 total over 3,000 hours and Carson House visitation increased with 1,712 
signatures in the Guest Book including guests from 34 states and 5 foreign countries! 

· Memorial contributions have increased this year. 
· The Carson House Society donated a bench on the McDowell County Greenway at Round Hill Cemetery.  
· Plans continue for an African American Exhibit.  
· Nebo Elementary will participate in “The Art of Farm Life ” event in June 
· Summer coverlets will be featured on the beds at Carson House this year.  
· The Archiving Project in Past Prefect Museum Program will continue for the house, library and membership. 
· Items on the “ To Do ”  wish list are an Archeological Study, Landscaping and Plantings on the grounds. 

 
 

 

Several of the 
guests wore 
period costumes, 
some handmade. 
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OPENING OF THE “NEW” PARLOR, IMPROVEMENTS AND ACQUISI TIONS TO THE CARSON HOUSE  

· After the foundation repairs were completed and the flooring reinstalled, the parlor 
was painted and Board members refinished ALL the downstairs floors.  

· Board members also repainted eight rooms on the first and second floors.  

· Draperies were made and installed in a second floor bedroom by a Board member. 

· Extensive plumbing repairs were undertaken by Pyatt Heating and Air to fix the 
leaking main line from the pump to the house and broken lines to the cottage. 

· Propane gas heating was added to supplement the existing heat pump and Skyland 
Home Insulation, following consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office 
in Asheville, insulated portions of the house. 

·  A new programmable thermostat and a second floor replacement window air 
conditioner were installed and floodlight wiring for the house front was repaired. 

· New period furnishing were added or donated and include the following: two portrait frames, a picture frame, two 
mirrors, a marble top tea table, three early Victorian side tables, three early nineteenth century washstands, vernacular 
Hepplewhite chest of drawers, a bedside table, a Windsor armchair, and a chest. 

· Work on the grounds included removal of dead trees, the trimming and fertilizing of new plantings along the creek, and 
English boxwoods were fertilized and trimmed by a Board member. The Tea Cup Garden Club, Carson House Partners 
and volunteers have lovingly tended the flower and herb garden. 

· The small room on the second floor, formerly used as a bedroom, was redecorated and furnished as a mid-nineteenth 
century private schoolroom. Newly acquired period furnishings are a schoolmistress’s desk, bookcase, five pupil stools 
and a collection of mid-nineteenth century books. 

· A permanent exhibit of women’s handiwork was mounted in a glass display case in the second floor Women’s room. 

· Acquisitions:  The Lonon family donated a chair that had belonged to B.B. Price, Clerk of the Superior Court of 
McDowell County in the late 19th century.  Anne Swann donated a basket made by a slave of T.Y. Greenlee. Louis 
Wall gave the Old Courthouse Bell that was used in the old courthouse in Marion. The bailiff rang this bell to summon 
people to come into the courtroom.  

· Carson House Library Acquisitions:  A book entitled, “Land Grants of Greater Burke County, NC “was donated to 
the Library by Robert L. McNeely, Professor, Emeritus of the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. 

 Judge Robert Alexander Hild of Charleston, SC. donated an extensive genealogy with many pictures of various                            
founding families of McDowell County including the following families: Greenlee, McDowell, Caldwell, Corpening, 
Forney, Gracey, Hemphill, Irvine, Logan, Mackie, Mitchell, Mull, Patton, Propst, Sinclair, Tate, etc.  

  Mary Louise Gettys Woodruff donated “A Getty’s Line,” a very detailed genealogy including many pioneer families 
of McDowell County. 

  Anne Swann donated her new book, “The Other Side Of the River, The Struggle For The McDowell County 
Frontier”.  

 
CALENDAR 
 
March 22 – Meeting at Historic Carson House of The McDowell Tourism Authority 
April 6 – Historic Carson House Opens for 2011 
May 21 – Historic Carson House Benefit Dinner on Buck Creek 
June –  “The Art of Farm Life” for Nebo Elementary students 
October – Dinner for County Commissioners 
October – Historic Carson House Society Membership Campaign Begins for 2012 
November 27 – Historic Carson House closes for winter 
December 2 – Society Christmas Candlelight Membership Evening 
December 3 – Candlelight Christmas Tours 

��������������������������������������������������������� ���
���	
���
�������
��������	
���
�������
��������	
���
�������
��������	
���
�������
����� ����

��
��
��
��
 �
���	���
���������������	���
���������������	���
���������������	���
������������ ����

������
�����	����
���������
�����	����
���������
�����	����
���������
�����	����
��� ”
������ ��� ���

� ����
�����
���� �	��� ����
�����
���� �	��� ����
�����
���� �	��� ����
�����
���� �	��  

Contact Historic Carson House if you would like to be a volunteer. 


