Historic Carson House Newsletter October ~ 2011

DINNER ON BUCK CREEK FUNDRAISER

Our spring fundraiser eveBinner on Buck Creek was held at Historic Carson House on Saturday, 213y2011.

Guests began arriving at 5:00 pm to participateeifi- guided tours of the Carson House and B&mochures for the tours highlighted
the many renovations, improvements and exhibittamdi that have recently been made. Carson HouaedBdembers and Partners
wanted guests to see and experience the projegtsittnations have made possible. A social houticoad with entertainment by the
“Siffle Creek” band.

Attendees took the opportunity during the socialrtto participate in a Silent Auction. Auction itemwere displayed and available for
bidding atBank of America for several weeks before the benefit dinner. Aucttems included: original paintings, pottery, tdarafted
and decorative pieces, two mountain vacation getawwad more.

Silent Auction Donors included: Bunnie Burgin, Mimga Cross, Becky Cross, Bonnie and Marco Peredyda and Dan Davis, Sandra
Brown, Leslie Bradsher of Grove Hill Pottery, Leisks Mary Dodge, May VanDyke, Ann McNutt, James EignRob Noyes, Zee and
Arthur Campbell, Sue Ann and David Dubose, SanditR&lice Stecker, Jamie Walters, Kathy Green, lhaiglje Furniture, Little
Sienna Restaurant, and Countryside BBQ.

Following a welcome by Sara Bryant, executive diveof Historic Carson House, and a message aratation by Jim Haney, Carson
House Board chairman, guests enjoyed deliciousasutfturf dinner with all the trimmings in the skaaf the walnut grove.

The beautiful McDowell County setting with good &éh@ood fellowship and music made for a delightfning.

Special Thanks to Rob Noyes and Countryside BB, Skiffle Creek, Mike Sobol, Painter's GreenhouBank of America,

and all our hard working member volunteers.

We also thank all our sponsors, donors and atteneenakingDinner on Buck Creek a successful and fun event.

Plans have begun to hold another beriifiiner on Buck Creek in May 2012.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE BEGINS FOR 2012 — Join The Carsa House Society Today !

We are very grateful to our sustaining memberfiefGarson House Society, and welcome new memberswegh to be a part of the
ongoing preservation of this historic site.

Membership Cards are available for printing onwabsite atvww.historiccarsonhouse.counder the Historic Carson Society tab or
you may call Carson House at 828 724-4948.

Please send in your 2012 Membership Card and yexdeductible contribution to Historic Carson Heus
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RARE 150 YEAR-OLD CORN CRIB DONATED

In July, 2011 Carol Keys donated a mid™x@®ntury corn crib to the Historic Carson
House. The crib was originally located along theliaStreet area of Pleasant Gardens.
The owner decided to donate to our historic sitenetihe corn crib may be seen by
McDowell County residents, tourists and youngeregations.
Arthur Campbell, Carson House Board member, andeStadgett, who has done
construction and renovation at Historic Carson Housoved the corn crib in three
sections to the Carson house grounds.
Corn cribs were small wooden structures used taddystore corn. The typical corn
crib would have slats to allow air to pass throagd dry out the corn. In the U.S., they
were often found on farms and plantations, bothdand small.
The crib measures 16 ft. x 6 ft. and is made ofifaewn pine logs. The 150 year old
corn crib has now been placed on the Carson Howssds near the renovated Carson
NI barn. The corn crib has been restored and perhitijater have a shed addition.
Hlstorlc Carson House is grateful to receive tigmisicant donation from Carol Keys. Because of mdharvesting techniques, many
similar farm structures have already vanished.

NEW EXHIBIT AT HISTORIC CARSON HOUSE:

In July, 2011, a new, permanent exhibit entiti8thvery and the Emergence of African-American cute in the Up-Country”was
opened at Historic Carson House. The exhibit ctsmsika collection photographs, documents, andbats; it is the only such exhibit
in western North Carolina focusing on this formatperiod of African American history.

Dr. James Haney noted that the exhibit is appragyidocated at the Historic Carson House. Attihree of Col. John Carson’s

death in 1841, sixty-eight enslaved people of Afnidescent lived and worked on the Carson propertyHaney pointed out that it
was this community of black people who provideddreftsmanship and back-breaking labor for buildmg Carson House and its
outbuildings, and by their work in the fields armldymines provided the Carson sons with the wealthleisure that enabled them to
become civic leaders in the county, state, anadnati

Six mounted panels provide a narrative historyi@fery in the up-county from initial enslavementtba west coast of Africa to
emancipation. Photographs and documents tredtbogéang and selling of slaves, the variety of wst&ves were engaged in,
reflections on slavery by a slave and by a slavaesvand resistance to the institution of
slavery by slaves.

A second section of the exhibit treats the artiatmg craftsmanship of local African
Americans as they adapted to local conditions aedted cultural artifacts of great merit.
Four finely wrought quilts point to the artistidaats of local women who succeeded in
preserving elements of the African cultural traaditivhile at the same time becoming
masters of the finest tradition of European Amarica
quilt-making. The exhibit shows that not only didve
men work in the fields, but examples of baskethaic
making, wood carving, lock-smithing, and iron work
demonstrate that there were many skilled craftsamang them.

A third section exhibits the domestic “machinerged by slave women in providing textiles for
their own homes and the homes of their masterax, Ebtton, and wool were agricultural productsrfrahich clothlng and bedding
were produced. Artifacts on exhibit used in texiteduction include a flax breaker and hackle,daagd small spinning wheels, thread
winders, looms, and quilting frames, as well amgxas of hand woven linen, cotton and wool fabrics.

A fourth exhibit area points to another categorth@ local African American population. In

1860 the total number of people of African deséemiicDowell County had reached 1,558. Of
this number, over two hundred and sixty-one (0@l were “free persons of color.” The exhibit
features a simulation of the living quarters oftsagerson, a free woman, with three children,
who were resident in the Carson House in 1850.rAgreof mixed race, Nancy Bailey, is believed
to have been the daughter of a slave woman aral/a-slwning white neighbor of the Carsons.
Furnished with “cast-offs” from the Carson home,. Bailey’s simulated quarters are designed to
show that free people of African descent, workiagreuse servants, were privileged in
comparison to slaves living in log cabins.
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NEW EXHIBIT............ .continued

A fifth exhibit includes photographs of local peepf African descent who were either born into stgryor the children of former
slaves, who after emancipation made significantrdmutions in the fields of education, religiomdahealth care. Especially
noteworthy is a portrait of Simeon Lewis Carsom, $bn of former Carson slaves who made significantributions in the medical
field. The portrait on display is copied from tt@ver ofThe Journal of the National Medical Association that featured a lengthy
article.

The exhibit was mounted by Dr. James Haney withatisistance of an advisory committee made up ofitirioan American Carson
descendants and others devoted to the promotiblack culture in the mountain region. The committetuded Elsie Logan, Vernice
Francis, Elmer and Janet Macpson of Marion, andaBidl Diane Mance of Asheville, and Kenny Huntetiofcolnton.

LANDSCAPING PLANS

Due to disease and age, all the trees betweenatsCHouse and Tom Johnson’s have been cut dodvrearoved.

Lawrence Moore, a certified arborist, has madsteofi desirable trees to consider. The landscapertttee plans to have a mix of
evergreen and deciduous trees that will grow tadl short time. Also, some smaller, colorful tredsbe added.

Hopefully, the trees will be ready for plantingNlovember.

#= HOLIDAY FUNDRAISING BAZAAR — SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2011 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM ﬂ:%_!f!f'“

Historic Carson Hous€Tis the Season” Holiday Benefit Bazaar
St. John’s Episcopal Church ParisHouse ~ 315 South Main Street ~ Marion, NC

Carson House Partners have been working since suomtae beautiful items being offered at this lzaiza
Come and shop for your holiday gifts and decoration

SNy Tmas=\/ S 3 ird y

Unique ornaments, holiday cookie cutters, beadadrent hooks, wreaths, small pre-decorated trees,
“Designer” gift bags and pre-wrapped gift boxegag handmade gift items for “Secret Santa”,
friends and children, and holiday jewelifnorne Apple Valley Village Raffle.
Holiday decorative items, bookmarks, Country Steith home baked goods and more!

pr
F\h

L T “For the guys” gifts, book nook and bookmarks. .
o For all those seeking special holiday and one ofkéind items for their homes and for gifts P

Information at Historic Carson House 828 724-4948

HIGHLIGHTS at HISTORIC CARSON HOUSE

= The McDowell News announced that Historic Carsomistohas been votéBest Historic Site" in theBest of McDowell
County 2011competition. This makes three years in a row tihiataward has been given to the Historic Carsondd.

Historic Carson House has had many visitors thés.yi@ just six months, people from 30 states afat&gn countries have
visited this historic property. Our foreign visisonave come from Brazil, Canada, England, Irel&ndapan.

= Many improvements have been made to Historic Calrkmrse this year (2011) to continue the effort refsgrvation and
maintenance. Air conditioning and heating have tagted to both™ and 3 floors. Now the entire house is comfortable for
our visitors. In addition, solar window treatmeats in the process of being installed. Thesertreats will block up to 97%
of the glare of the sun, 99% of UV rays, and 80f%the sun’s heat. Because of these improvemdmgiteservation of our
valuable artifacts has been greatly enhanced.

= In April, the PBS Channel 13, New York Cityrequested permission to include the imagery of'Guazy Patch Quilt" for
their video segments featuring tAeturing America Project{(National Endowment for the Humanitie§. This program will
air on the New York PBS Channel 13 and will be ifteto all PBS stations in all 50 states this fafl.addition, PBS has
created a website to feature this prajéttp://video.pbs.org/video/2053441460
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HIGHLIGHTS............... continued

= In June, thMcD TV —Channel 15, McDowell Government Channebegan airing its documentary featuring Historicsoa
House in separate segments: History of the hohseéw African-American Exhibit, and the barn.
http://mcdowellgov.com/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEQ2E7B98A-7D31-4174-9FEA-C5DA8BF46B4EA

= OnJune ¥, 4" grade students from Nebo Elementary were hostetisgtric Carson House for ttrt of Farm Life”. The
students spent a day on the grounds and partidipatgands on experiences featuring the followirgspnters: Susan Taylor
(basket weaving), Susan Pyatt (corn chuck dolle}lie Bradsher (pottery), Bill Carson (storytellipnilountain Glory
Quilters Guild (the art of quilting), and Dr. Rob&oggs (care and maintenance of horses).

= On August 13, £arson Family Gathering was held at Historic Carson House with many Cadsstendants attending. This
was a major planning session for a weekend 2018c@dfamily Reunion that will be held. Details vidllow.

= OnAugust 16, aAddministrative Retreat for the McDowell County Schml Systemwas held at Historic Carson House as
the new academic year began for the school syséeministrative leaders of the system (principalse principals,
coordinators, supervisors and other administregta#) were given tours of the house and barn yRaney, Board Chairman
and Sara Bryant, Executive Director.
Because of the designation in 201(Hidtoric Carson House as an Extension Classroom fahe McDowell County
School Systemmuch collaboration and effort continue as oppdtiemare offered for students to have continuedlable
access to the numerous primary sources that thtisriu property has to offer. As a result, maegandary students from
McDowell High and the Junior High Schools are ungjtthis historic property on an individual bagis,well as in groups, to
utilize the information learned to enhance thedisslassignments. Also elementary teachers centiveir diligence to utilize
the Historic Carson House to further enhance legropportunities for their students.

= On October 18, Historic Carson House will host the annual megéind dinner for thécDowell County Commissioners.
This very special annual event is held to honorfthmation of McDowell County, which occurred aet@arson House in
1843.

THE GARDEN AT CARSON HOUSE

| by et it Al by -

Historic Carson House Garden has bee a source of peace and ergay for our visitors.
Thanks to Sandra and Gene Brown, Jennifer Easgarten volunteers for their efforts.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October 1 - 2012 Membership Drive Begins

October 10 - County Commissioners Dinner at Histod Carson House

November 12 — Christmas Bazaar Fundraiser at St. Jm’s Episcopal Church Parish House ~ 9:00 am t@d:00pm
November 27- Carson House closes for the season

December 2 — Candlelight Carson House Society Memtship Appreciation Evening — 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
December 3 — Candlelight Tours — Open to the public
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