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Historic Carson House 

Historic Carson 
House  

1805 HWY 70 West      
Marion, NC 28752    

828-724-4948 

Open April-November  

   Wednesday-Saturday 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm        

Sunday 2:00-5:00 pm 

Guided Tour  Fee $7 Adults 
& Children over 12 years 

Historic Carson House   
is a 501 c (3) tax-deductible 
organization.  As a member, 
you receive free admission 

to the house, the Newsletter, 
and invitations to special 

events.  Join via  
www.historiccarsonhouse.com 

or email at                     

The year 2020 certainly has 

been a year for the history 

books, but thankfully the 

situation here is more posi-

tive and will only improve 

even more.  The Carson 

House is on target to open 

on April 7 to the public.   

Our annual Park Day Vol-

unteer Event is on schedule 

for Saturday, April 10 be-

ginning at 10:00 am.  Park 

Day is an opportunity for 

volunteers to spend a couple 

of hours helping to spruce-

up, clean and improve the 

grounds and structures locat-

ed on the Carson House 

property.   

Excitement is building for 

the Archelogy Study to be 

conducted by Dr. David 

Moore, his assistant and 

students from Warren Wil-

son College.  The plan is to 

also involve McDowell 

County residents (including 

some McDowell County 

school students).  You don’t 

want to miss this! 

Excitement is also building 

for the Carson/McDowell 

reunion to be held June 25-

27.  If you think you might 

have family connections to 

either family, I encourage 

you to find out and then 

make plans to attend.  If you 

need help with your geneal-

ogy, the staff and volunteers 

can certainly help with that.   

Also, on slate is our 

“Dinner on Buck Creek.”  

The date has been pushed to 

the fall of 2021.  Septem-

ber 25 is the tentative date.  

Reserve that time now on 

your calendar.  I will keep 

you posted as plans pro-

gress.    

I would like to personally 

thank The McDowell Coun-

ty Commissioners for being 

so supportive of our efforts 

at the Carson House. Their 

continued support helped us 

during such a difficult year.  

I would also like to thank 

the Carson Staff, Board and 

Partners for their dedication 

and willingness to go above 

and beyond the call of duty 

to keep everything flowing!   

Thank you!  

Finally, I would encourage 

each member to come visit 

the Carson House.  The 

House and Grounds belong 

to everyone who has made a 

contribution to its mission 

and to the preservation of 

our heritage.  Please encour-

age your friends and family 

to claim ownership by be-

coming a member and sup-

porter of the Historic Carson 

House.  ***  Martha Jordan  

Historic Carson House Executive Director Reflects  

Spring  2021 

Calendar of Events  

Opening Day  April 7, 
2021 

Park Day  April 10, 2021 

Market Days            
2nd Wednesday/Month        

Beginning April 2021 

DAR Flag Day Event   
June 14, 2021 

Carson/McDowell   

Reunion                    
June 25-27, 2021 

Dinner on Buck Creek 
September 25, 2021 

 

In the photo to the right, 

Board Member Pat Marlowe 

and Executive Director Mar-

tha Jordan re-stack the split 

rail fence in front of the His-

toric Carson House. 



Historic Carson House Board 

Welcomes Two New Members 

Jessica Merritt was 
born in Louisville, 
Kentucky, and spent 
her early years living 
in an historic home 
once owned by her 
great-grandparents.  
During grade school, 
she moved to Raleigh, 
NC, and later earned 
her BSBA with a con-
centration in Manage-
ment from ASU.  Be-
fore recently relocat-
ing to Marion, she 
worked with local and 
national real estate 
developers, managing 
their homeowners as-
sociations throughout 
the triangle.  

Jessica believes that 
“history is best 
learned by seeing it up 
close—an idea that 
makes the work and 
mission of the Histor-
ic Carson House a 
natural fit”.  She and 
her husband, Brian, 
current president of 
McDowell Technical 
Community College, 
and their two children 
have settled in Mari-
on.  

* * * 

Park Day is April 10, 2021   

Each year, volunteers spend a day cleaning 

the Carson House and grounds.  Volunteers 

converge to clear away fallen branches, clean 

gutters, pressure wash the Arbor floor, dust 

and clean the House in preparation for the 

museum’s opening.  All Volunteers are wel-

come.  This event begins at 10:00 am.  * * * 

     

Jessica Merritt 
 

Kerry Davis 

 
 

Kerry Davis, a native 
of McDowell County, 
graduated from 
McDowell High 
School and earned a 
BS in Psychology 
from UNC Asheville 
and an MA in Clinical 
Psychology from 
ASU.  Kerry worked 
within the community 
mental healthcare sys-
tem in Catawba 
County specializing 
in therapy and psy-
chological assess-
ments with children, 
adolescents, and fami-
lies.  

Raised with commu-
nity involvement as a 
priority, Kerry is 
committed to volun-
teerism through her 
church, Martha Sim-
mons Food Pantry, 
Historic Carson 
House, Gateway 
Wellness Foundation, 
and CareNet Counsel-
ing of Marion.  She 
and husband, Joe, and 
their three children 
live in the Lake James 
area. 

* * * 

Archaeological Project Soon Begins   

In May, Warren Wilson College Professor of 

Anthropology Dr. David Moore and his assis-

tants will begin an archaeological dig at the 

Carson House in hope of finding artifacts left 

behind by those who lived and worked on this 

plantation. 

Built in 1793, the Carson House was enlarged 

in the 1840s and later.  The Carson kitchen was a 

separate structure from the house.  Structures for 

coopers, shoemakers, textile workers, black-

smiths, and others were located to the rear of the 

Carson House.  With all of the activity that was 

part of daily life, quite possibly some items were 

mislaid or broken and discarded.  Hopefully, 

something of interest will be found.  In any case, 

we look forward to learning as much as we can 

from this dig.  We will keep readers informed of 

any progress.             * * * 

 

 

Dr. David 

Moore 



 

 

Jubilee Arbor Rentals Increase   

The Carson House announces that the Jubilee Arbor is open for Business!  Arbor Rental Master Debbie 

Queen has booked 22 events to date, but she says that we do have dates available for weddings, reunions, 

birthday parties, showers, and meetings.  

If you or anyone you know would like to 

book this event venue, please call the 

office at 828-724-4948.   Book early!        

* * * 

Carson House Kids Debut  

The Carson House Kids will be a new pro-

gram beginning in May and will be offered to 

Carson Partners and Board Members for chil-

dren ages 3-12.  Children will meet once per 

month to learn about early McDowell County 

history.  Our first six meetings will be visiting 

the OVTA Victory Stops in McDowell Coun-

ty:  Paddy’s Creek, McDowell House, 

Altapass Orchard, NC Mineral Museum, 

Davidson’s Fort, and the Carson House.  At 

these meetings, we’ll have crafts and picnics 

with period meals. 

At the OVTA Annual Meeting at the Carson 

House in September, our Carson Kids will be 

awarded a patch during a special ceremony.  

Hopefully, by the end of the year, each child 

will have period clothing and will attend all of 

our special events.   

There will be a one-time charge of $25 per 

child.  Any Carson Society Members who are 

interested in learning more about this program 

should contact the Historic Carson House 

office at 828-724-4948.             *  *  * 

 

Carson Volunteers Needed  

Want to help at the Carson House?  We always 

need help with our events, and we welcome 

new volunteers.  If interested, please call us at 

our office 828-724-4948.         *  *  *  

 

Market Day  

Returns  

Market Day returns every 

second Wednesday of the month from 11-4.  Ven-

dors pay $10 per table to display their wares.  The 

first Market Day is April 14, 2021.  If you or 

someone you know would like to purchase a table, 

please call the office at 828-724-4948.  * * * 

DAR Event Set 

The Greenlee DAR (Daughters of the American 

Revolution) will be hosting a special Flag Day 

Event at the Jubilee Arbor on June 14, 2021 at 

6:00pm.   A patriotic program honoring Vietnam 

Era Veterans and a flag retirement will be the 

highlights of the event.  The public is invited to 

attend.  For more information, contact Karen Bar-

ton, karenbarton@yahoo.com.   

 

 

                

HAVE YOU SENT IN YOUR 2021 CAR-

SON HOUSE MEMBERSHIP YET?  IT’S 

NOT TOO LATE!!  Come by the Carson 

House, download a card from our website, or 

call us at 828-724-4948. 

 
 

mailto:karenbarton@yahoo.com


 

McDowell High School Vocational Students Make Repairs  

Along with their instructors, several 

students from McDowell High 

School’s Masonry and Carpentry 

vocational classes assisted with renova-

tion projects at the Carson House dur-

ing the winter months of 2020 and ear-

ly 2021.  Students lifted the 100-year-

old storage shed and replaced the rotten 

floor.  They also removed a rotten deck 

that was laying on the ground at the 

rear of the Carson House Cottage.  For 

a third project, students from these two 

classes prepared the ground, built a 

wooden frame and poured concrete to 

form the Jubilee Arbor’s ramp.  In the 

future, these classes may help restore 

parts of the Carson Cottage and Carson 

Barn.  

Masonry instructor Chad Brewer and 

Carpentry instructor Mark Lowman 

explained that the renovation work ben-

efits both the students and the historic 

property.  The students gain practical 

hands-on knowledge and the Carson 

House gets much needed repairs.  One 

high school student explained that he 

enjoyed the work and has learned a lot 

about repair work as well as the history 

of the Carson House.   

Executive Director Martha Jordan 

stated that repairs and upkeep of the 

Carson House and structures on the 

grounds remain a priority.  She ex-

plained that the maintenance of the 

House and grounds must continue to 

occur even though Carson House fund-

ing has been challenged because of the 

closing of the facility and the cancella-

tion of various fund raisers during 2020 

due to the Covid-19  virus pandemic.   

Both Mrs. Jordan and Carson House 

Board Chairman Chuck Abernathy ex-

pressed appreciation to the public 

school system and the students who 

worked on these projects.   

Chuck Abernathy said, “The repairs are a great benefit and allow 

us to continue to make progress at the Historic Carson House even 

during a time when we have not been able to be open.”  

* * *  



 


